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AGAINST RABIES IF THE FAR TEST
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2t inlogicnl Survay to Try to
nt Spread of Diseszse by Raliig Coyotes
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The Department nf Agriculture is taking acﬁion, through
the Biological Survey and the Forést Service, tn combat a serious
wave of rabies infection of wild and domestic aﬁimals tnat is in
danger of becéming'widespreﬂd in the far‘West, The fact thgt the
extensive dissemination of the disease is takirg place through the
agency'of coyotles makes the situaﬁion a2 difficult one to meet.

Outbrezks of rabies among coyotes have been noted from
time to time for several yeérs in parts of Washington, Oregon,
and northern Idaho, ana the Forest Service undertook last year
to aid in bringing the disease under control by employing hunters
to make war on co&otes in the Nétional Forests of some infected
loczlities. Since, however, the coyotes breed in the foothills
and zround the outskirtes of the Foresis, a more comprehensive

) '
campaign is czlled for. ‘

The erndication of coyotes in sparsely settled or
rough country is szid to be an exceedingly difficult task. Inas-

much ~s these animals 2re 21ways a source of considerzble losses
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to the livestcck industry of the Wést, Congress last yeay pro-
vided 1 specicl fund of &105,000 to be spent by the Biological
Survey fur the era;icntian 57 ﬁ:ed atory animals both in the
‘NatiOan Fereste and on oike public demain, and from ﬁhis fund
2 special ail-onint has row bren made to provide for fighting
the‘rébies.

The discrse Tirat srreared in parts of eastern Oregon

b-e

and Washington zand norihera Idaho, in a region surrounded by

nztural barriers vhich tmﬂﬂwu to confine the outbreak. Domes-
tic animals'and humen beings vwere bitten, and a good deal of
alarm vas marifested by rssidents of the infected districts,
nany ol waom feared fer the safety of their cﬁildren on thef
roads to and from sbhool. The disease is nbw_reported 25 hav-
ing extended into northern Nevada and northefn California, whence
it may easily D2 carried lar, |

"The Forest Service, the Biologieal Survey, and the
State Board of Health are working together to meet the gituation
in Califprnia. Mcdoé ond Lassgn counties have been put ﬁndef
quarantine by the £iats Board, which hos 3ppéinted forest rang-
ers incpecters in Medoe Ccunty. Funds have been provided by the
Biological Survey for the employment of additional men and the
purchase of traps and poison. The public will be enlisted in

the campzign, wh ch will be led by the Blologlcpl Survey offi-

cials znd the forest r=ngers.
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